
Rebecca Ackroyd is a graduate of the Royal Academy Schools. Her confrontational feminine forms 
and pastel palette made for a spectacular degree show and recent Frieze-approved solo exhibition at 
/RQGRQ·V�+XQWHU���:KLWÀHOG��+HU�FXUUHQW�JURXS�VKRZ��,V�LW�+HDY\�RU�,V�LW�/LJKW"��SOD\IXOO\�H[SORUHV�QRWLRQV�
RI�WKH�ERG\��DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�D�GHHS�URRWHG�GRPHVWLFLW\��:H�FDXJKW�XS�ZLWK�WKH�DUWLVW�LQVLGH�KHU�6RXWK�
Bermondsey studio to discuss the exciting evolution of her work since leaving the RA.
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5HEHFFD·V�FXUUHQW�ZRUNV�DW�$VVHPEO\�3RLQW

<RXU�UHFHQW�VROR�H[KLELWLRQ��7DNHQ�&DUH��VHHPHG�WR�EH�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LGHDV�H[SORUHG�LQ�\RXU�5$�
6FKRROV�GHJUHH�VKRZ��+RZ�GR�\RX�IHHO�\RXU�SUDFWLFH�KDV�HYROYHG�VLQFH�OHDYLQJ�WKH�5$"

,�WKLQN�LW·V�RSHQHG�XS�D�ORW�PRUH��'RLQJ�WKH�GHJUHH�VKRZ�KHOSHG�PH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�WKDW�,�ÀQG�
LPSRUWDQW�LQ�PDNLQJ��LQ�RSHQLQJ�XS�GLIIHUHQW�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�ZRUNV��6LQFH�WKHQ��LW·V�
EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�GLUHFW�RU�PRUH�QDUUDWLYH��LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW·V�D�ELW�PRUH�IUHH��WKURXJK�WKH�ZD\�,�XVH�PDWHULDOV�
and references.

<RXU�XVH�RI�PDWHULDOV�RIWHQ�UHIHUHQFHV�WKH�ERG\��DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�IHPLQLQLW\��:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�VD\�\RXU�
DSSURDFK�WR�PDWHULDOV�LV"�,V�LW�LQVWLQFWLYH"

<HDK��LW·V�ZKDWHYHU�VHHPV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�ZKDW�,·P�PDNLQJ��6R��ZLWK�WKH�ELJ�ÀJXUDWLYH�VFXOSWXUHV�WKDW�
,·YH�PDGH��,�XVHG�SODVWHU�EDQGDJH�SXUHO\�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDVQ·W�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�PDGH�RI��EXW�DERXW�
WKH�IRUP��DWWLWXGH�DQG�VWDQFH�WKDW�WKH\�KDG��DQG�WKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WKHP�WR�EH�UHDOLVHG�TXLWH�TXLFNO\��7KH�
UDZQHVV�RI�WKDW�PDWHULDO�EHFDPH�TXLWH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKDW�ERG\�RI�ZRUN��:KHUHDV�QRZ��SHUKDSV�WKLQJV�
DUH�JHWWLQJ�PXFK�PRUH�ODERXUHG�DQG�OD\HUHG��DQG�,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�LI�,·G�UHWXUQ�WR�WKDW�PDWHULDO�DJDLQ�

&DQ�\RX�WHOO�XV�D�ELW�DERXW�\RXU�FXUUHQW�JURXS�VKRZ��,V�LW�+HDY\�RU�,V�LW�/LJKW"��DQG�\RXU�ZRUN�LQ�LW�VSH-
FLÀFDOO\"

7KH�VKRZ� LWVHOI�ZDV�GHYLVHG�E\�-DPHV�DQG�6DP�DW�$VVHPEO\�3RLQW��7KHLU� FRQFHSW�� WKH� ´SROLWLFV�RI�
VKLQHµ��ZDV�WDNHQ�IURP�DQ�HVVD\�RQ�H�ÁX[��DQG�WKH\�VHOHFWHG�ÀYH�DUWLVWV�WKH\�WKRXJKW�KDG�DQ�LQWHUHVW-
LQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKDW��0\�ZRUN�LV�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRUNV�VKRZQ�DW�+XQWHU�:KLWÀHOG��EXW�
very much more about creating these autonomous and imposing structures that referenced prisons 
RU�ZDWFKWRZHUV��7KHVH�EUXWDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DUH�PDTXHWWHV�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�ELJJHU��DQG�WKH\·UH�DOVR�PXFK�
PRUH�VROLG�DQG�ZKROH�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�WKH�VWDFNV�RI�SODWHV�DQG�ERG\�SDUWV��DQG�WKHLU�MHZHO�OLNH�RU�EHUU\�
FRORXUV��,W�ZDV�TXLWH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKHVH�ERG\�SDUWV��HDUV��QRVHV��WRQJXHV�DQG�IHHW��ZHUH�WR�VFDOH�ZLWK�
WKH�ERG\��DOWRJHWKHU�WKURZLQJ�\RX�EHWZHHQ�SODFHV��VSDFHV�RU�UHDOLWLHV�
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<RXU�FRORXU�SDOHWWH�KDV�QRWLFHDEO\�VKLIWHG�LQWR�GDUNHU��DQG�DUJXDEO\�KHDYLHU��VKDGHV��SXUSOHV�DQG�JUHHQV�
ZLWK�OHVV�SDVWHO�SLQN��:DV�WKLV�D�FRQVFLRXV�GHFLVLRQ"

)RU�WKLV�ERG\�RI�ZRUN�WKRVH�EHUU\�FRORXUV�MXVW�VHHPHG�DSSURSULDWH��,�ZDQWHG�WKHP�WR�EH�DOPRVW�HGLEOH��
7KHUH·V�WKLQJV�,·P�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�VWXGLR�ZKLFK�DUH�PXFK�OLJKWHU�DJDLQ��LW�MXVW�GHSHQGV��UHDOO\�

7KH�VKRZ·V�WLWOH��WDNHQ�IURP�%ULDQ�.XDQ�:RRG·V�HVVD\��DOVR�WKLQNV�DERXW�ZKDW�PRRG�DUW�FDQ�SXW�\RX�LQ��
,V�WKHUH�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�IHHOLQJ�\RX·G�OLNH�DQ�DXGLHQFH�WR�WDNH�DZD\�IURP�\RXU�ZRUN"

,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�VSHFLÀF�IHHOLQJ�ZRXOG�EH��,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�,�PDNH�LW��LW�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�VRPHWKLQJ��
LW�RIWHQ�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�TXLWH�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�RU�OLNH�,�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�NQRZ�ZKHUH�LW�VLWV��$QG�VR�,�RIWHQ�ORRN�
DW�ZKDW�,·YH�PDGH�DQG�,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�,·P�ORRNLQJ�DW��,W·V�DV�LI�,·P�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LVQ·W�
WKHUH��ZKLFK�LV�WKHQ�GLIÀFXOW�WR�SLQSRLQW�RU�WDON�DERXW��WKHUH·V�QRW�D�VHQWHQFH�,�FDQ�VXP�LW�XS�LQ��7KHUH·V�
REYLRXVO\�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�,·P�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�PDNLQJ�ZRUNV��EXW�WKHQ�LW·V�GLIÀFXOW�WR�LPSRVH�WKHP�RQ�
people.

)RU� FXUUHQW� VWXGHQWV� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH�5R\DO�$FDGHP\�6FKRROV�� KRZ� GR� \RX� WKLQN� \RXU� WLPH� WKHUH�
VKDSHG�\RXU�SUDFWLFH�DQG�GHYHORSHG�\RX�DV�DQ�DUWLVW"

,�WKLQN�MXVW�KDYLQJ�WKH�WKUHH�\HDUV��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�RQH�RU�WZR��LV�LQFUHGLEO\�LPSRUWDQW��,W�JLYHV�\RX�D�ORW�
RI�VFRSH�WR�WU\�WKLQJV�RXW��,I�,�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�ZRUN�,�PDGH�LQ�P\�VHFRQG�\HDU��LW�FRPSOHWHO\�VKLIWHG�LQ�WKH�
WKLUG�\HDU��6R�WKH�WLPH�LV�KXJHO\�LPSRUWDQW��DV�LV�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�VSDFH��DFFHVV�WR�ZRUNVKRSV��PDWHULDOV�
DQG�WXLWLRQ�DQG�LW·V�UHDOO\�HPSKDVLVHG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�ZKDW·V�LPSRUWDQW�WKHUH�

/DVW�RI�DOO��ZKDW�DUH�\RXU�SODQV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH"

7KHUH·V�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�,·P�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ��EXW�,�FDQ·W�UHDOO\�VD\�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH��,�DP�KRSLQJ�WR�
RUJDQLVH�D�JURXS�VKRZ�DQG�MXVW�NHHS�ZRUNLQJ��7KH�ZRUN�LV�DOZD\V�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�
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