
This weekend visit London Art Fair which plays host to the launch of the 2016 Catlin Art Guide; plus the announce-
ment of the shortlisted artists, being nominated, for the Catlin Art Prize.

1RZ�LQ�LW·V���WK�\HDU�WKH�&DWOLQ�*XLGH�FRPSLOHV�D�OLVW�RI�DURXQG����UHFHQW�%$�0$�JUDGXDWHV��IURP�DUWV�VFKRROV�DURXQG�
WKH�8.��WR�SURYLGH�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�LQVLJKW�LQ�WR�DQ�DUHD�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DUW�UDUHO\�VHHQ��E\�D�PDMRULW\�RI�LW·V�RFFXSDQWV��
and offers a crucial platform for young artists to showcase work early in their career. A handful of the artists are then 
VHOHFWHG�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�D�JURXS�H[KLELWLRQ�DQG�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�ZLQ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�PRQHWDU\�DZDUG�WRZDUGV�WKHLU�
future development.

The guide, in past years, has been an extremely diverse mix of contemporary art from a varied selection of universi-
ties, throughout the UK, giving a much needed view into the practice of students who might not encounter the same 
exposure as those studying in London.

)DG�FDXJKW�XS�ZLWK�WZR�RI�WKH�DUWLVWV��IHDWXUHG�LQ�WKH�JXLGH��VFXOSWRU�5HEHFFD�$FNUR\G�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHU�-RVHSK�%DOO��
WR�ÀQG�RXW�WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�RQ�WKH�JXLGH��DUW�SUL]HV�DQG�ZHDWKHU�RU�QRW�DQ�DUWLVWV�JHRJUDSKLF�FDQ�DIIHFW�WKHLU�FDUHHU�

How do you feel about being selected for the Catlin Guide and possibly the prize?

-%��,W�ZDV�D�SOHDVDQW�DQG�XQH[SHFWHG�VXUSULVH��,·P�RIWHQ�ZRUULHG�P\�ZRUN�LV�WRR�VHOI�VHUYLQJ�RU�LUUHOHYDQW��EXW�WR�KDYH�
VRPHRQH�DSSURDFK�\RX�DQG�ZDQWLQJ�WR�VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�D�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFH�LV�D�KXJH�FRPSOLPHQW��,W·V�D�ELJ�LQFHQWLYH�WR�
work even hard.

+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�ZLQQLQJ�WKH�SUL]H�ZRXOG�GHYHORS�HIIHFW�\RXU�SUDFWLFH"

-%��,�WKLQN�,�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�PRUH�SUROLÀF��,�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�LGHDV�DQG�XQÀQLVKHG�ZRUN�WKDW�LV�\HW�WR�ÀQG�D�IRUP��LW�ZRXOG�
be great to have that motivation and audience to tidy them up and start throwing more of my work out into the real 
ZRUOG��7KH�H[SRVXUH�ZRXOG�DOVR�EULQJ�PRUH�FULWLTXH�,�IHHO��ZKLFK�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�DYRLGLQJ�FRPSODFHQF\��,�DOZD\V�ZDQW�
to be challenged.

5$��,W�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDW�WR�LQYHVW�EDFN�LQWR�P\�SUDFWLFH�DW�WKLV�VWDJH�

How would you spend the prize money if you were to win?

-%��,·G�WU\�DQG�ZLQ�UHDOO\�ELJ�DW�WKH��S�PDFKLQH�DW�P\�ORFDO�DUFDGH�
%XW�VHULRXVO\��WKDW·V�VRPHWKLQJ�,·G�KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�YHU\�FDUHIXOO\��7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�SURMHFWV�,·G�ORYH�WR�WLH�XS�DQG�
VRPH�VSHFXODWLYH�H[KLELWLRQV�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�IULHQGV��,Q�WKH�XQOLNHO\�FDVH�,�ZLQ��,·G�KDYH�WR�ÀQG�VRPHWKLQJ�UHDOO\�
LPSRUWDQW�DQG�ZRUWKZKLOH�WR�PH�WKRXJK��,�YROXQWHHUHG�DW�DQ�DQLPDO�VDQFWXDU\�LQ�7KDLODQG�UHFHQWO\�DQG�WKHUH·V�D�IHZ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�LVVXHV�UHDULQJ�WKHLU�XJO\�KHDG�FORVHU�WR�KRPH�WRR��VR�PD\EH�,�FRXOG�XVH�WKH�SUL]H�WR�PDNH�VRPH�ZRUN�
aiming to share these stories.



Do you think publications and prizes like the Catlin Guide, are an important part of nurturing and developing young 
artists?

-%��,�GR��,�NQRZ�IURP�P\�RZQ�FODVVPDWHV�WKDW�WKH�DUW�ZRUOG�LV�KXJHO\�FRPSHWLWLYH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�TXDOLW\�²�ZKLFK�LV�JUHDW�
EXW�DOVR�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ��NQRZLQJ�VR�PDQ\�ZRQ·W�JHW�WKH�H[SRVXUH�WKHLU�YRLFHV�GHVHUYH��2SSRUWXQLWLHV�OLNH�WKH�&DWOLQ�
3UL]H�DUH�KXJHO\�EHQHÀFLDO�LQ�JLYLQJ�\RXQJHU�DUWLVWV�D�FKDQFH�WR�VKDUH�WKHLU�ZRUN��PHHW�RWKHU�DUWLVWV�LQ�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�
and begin to engage with the real world and general public!

5$��,�WKLQN�WKH\�SURYLGH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SODWIRUP�IRU�UHFHQW�JUDGXDWHV�WR�JHW�WKHLU�ZRUN�VHHQ��$OVR�WKH�SUL]H�PRQH\�KHOSV�
alleviate some of the struggle between earning a living whilst developing work.

Do you feel major art prizes, like The Turner prize, for example, are as relevant and as important as they once were?

-%��3HUKDSV�QRW��,W�VHHPV�WKH�LQWHUQHW�KDV�GHYHORSHG�LWV�RZQ�QHWZRUN�RI�LQÁXHQWLDO�YRLFHV��WKDW�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�H[SRVH��
praise and critique contemporary artists. The opportunities to communicate and spark conversations with others are 
QRZ�PXFK�ODUJHU��ZLWKRXW�WKH�DLG�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQV��,�DOVR�WKLQN�WKHUH·V�D�ORW�RI�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DUW�DQG�FUHDWLYH�H[SUHVVLRQ�WKDW�
would struggle to be considered for major prizes.

The Turner prize is obviously still very esteemed, with a great history for widening the discussion around contempo-
UDU\�DUW��,�MXVW�WKLQN�DUW�LV�VR�PXOWLIDFHWHG�QRZ��WDNLQJ�IRUP�HYHU\ZKHUH�IURP�RQOLQH�&&79�FDPHUDV��VDWHOOLWH�LPDJHV�
and six second videos to galleries, bookshops and disused theme parks, as well as engaging with a myriad of differ-
HQW�VXEMHFWV�DQG�HUDV��:KHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�DUW�DUH�VR�YDVW�,�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�VKDPH�WR�YDOXH�RQH�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DSSUDLVDO�RYHU�DQ\RQH�HOVH·V��PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\�\RXU�RZQ�

5$��7KH\·UH�VWLOO�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�DUWLVWV�O��EXW�SHUKDSV�WKHUH·V�OHVV�PHGLD�FRQWURYHUV\�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�WXUQHU�SUL]H�QRZ�

Do you feel your art school training has equipped you well for being a professional artist and is it a necessary stage 
in becoming an artist?

-%��$SDUW�IURP�VNLUWLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�PDNLQJ�HQGV�PHHW�DV�D�IXOO�WLPH�DUWLVW�ZLOO�EH�WULFN\��XQLYHUVLW\�WUDLQLQJ�GRHV�
WHDFK�\RX�D�ORW��,W�RIIHUV�\RX�D�FKDQFH�WR�LPPHUVH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�VXEMHFWV�\RX�DUH�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW��H[SHULPHQW�ZLWK�
SURFHVVHV�\RX�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�H[LVWHG�DQG�PHHW�D�ORW�RI�OLNH�PLQGHG�SHRSOH�WKDW�\RX�MXVW�PLJKW�HQG�XS�FDOOLQJ�IULHQGV��,�
IHHO�WKDW�QHWZRUN�LV�YHU\�YDOXDEOH��,�NQRZ�,�KDYH�FROODERUDWRUV�ZLWKLQ�UHDFK�DQG�PLQGV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ERXQFH�LGHDV�DURXQG�

,�ZRXOG�QRW�FRQVLGHU�LW�´D�QHFHVVDU\�VWDJH�LQ�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�DUWLVWµ�DW�DOO�WKRXJK��,·P�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�SULYLOHJH�WR�EH�DEOH�
WR�LQYHVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�P\�OLIH�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�DUW�DQG�SKRWRJUDSK\��LQ�D�KLJK�TXDOLW\��FRPIRUWDEOH�VHWWLQJ��7KDW�GRHVQ·W�
UHDOO\�TXDOLI\�PH�DV�DQ�¶DUWLVW·�WKRXJK�²�,�KDYH�MXVW�HQJDJHG�LQ�DFDGHPLD�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�D�VXEMHFW�,·P�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ��1R�RQHV�FUHDWLYLW\�VKRXOG�EH�H[FOXGHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�WKH\�GRQ·W�KDYH�D�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�LQ�LW��3HUKDSV�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
better to remain undeterred by the canon, trends and art-speak that school can instill.

5$��,W�GHÀQLWHO\�KHOSHG�PH�OHDUQ�WR�WDNH�ULVNV�LQ�P\�SUDFWLFH�DQG�SXVK�P\�ZRUN�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�,�RWKHUZLVH�SUREDEO\�
ZRXOGQ·W��,W�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�DUWLVW�WKRXJK��IRU�PH�LW�ZDV�D�XVHIXO�WLPH�DZD\�IURP�WKH�SXEOLFLW\�RI�WKH�JDOOHU\�VSDFH�



:LWK�WKH�FRVW�RI�EHLQJ�DQ�DUWLVW�FRQVWDQWO\�LQFUHDVLQJ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�LW�LV�PXFK�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�H[LVW�DQG�ZRUN�DV�DQ�
artist and is being an artist becoming an endeavor of the privileged?

-%��7KLV�LV�KDUG�IRU�PH�WR�DQVZHU��DV�,�KDYH�QR�SRLQW�RI�UHIHUHQFH�RI�DQRWKHU�WLPH�WR�´H[LVW�DQG�ZRUN�DV�DQ�DUWLVWµ��
7KHUH�DUH�GHÀQLWHO\�H[SHQVLYH�FKRLFHV�DUWLVWV�FDQ�PDNH�²�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�RQH��PRYLQJ�WR�D�PDMRU�FLW\�ZRXOG�EH�DQRWKHU��
,·G�DJUHH�WKDW�PDQ\�SULYLOHJHG�SHRSOH�SUREDEO\�WDNH�WKLV�URXWH��:KHWKHU�WKHLU�ZRUN�LV�RI�DQ\�ZRUWK�FDQ�RQO\�EH�MXGJHG�
RQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�EDVLV��,·P�VXUH�IRU�HYHU\�YDSLG��GLVFRQQHFWHG�SLHFH�E\�D�SULYLOHJHG�DUWLVW�WKHUH�LV�RQH�WKDW�KDV�VRPH-
WKLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VD\�LQ�DQ�HQJDJLQJ�ZD\��,�JXHVV�WKH�LVVXH�LV�WKDW�WKH�SULYLOHJHG�WHQG�WR�FXOWLYDWH�DQG�SHUSHWXDWH�
a privileged culture, whereas those who have to invest more time in working and surviving day-to-day will struggle 
WR�ÀQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�IURP�WKDW�FXOWXUH��WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�IRFXV�RQ�DUW��JDLQ�H[SRVXUH��HWFHWHUD�

The idealist in me wants to believe that with technology becoming more ubiquitous and internet access and quality 
increasing world wide there are more underrepresented voices being taken seriously than ever. There are less gate-
NHHSHUV�RQOLQH�DQG�PDQ\�ZD\V�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�\RXU�DUW��QRW�VWULFWO\�FRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�¶SULYLOHJHG·��,�NQRZ�
KRZHYHU�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�VXSSUHVV�H[SUHVVLRQ��SHRSOH�ZKR�FDQ·W�DIIRUG�RU�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�XVH�LW�DQG�
WKRVH�WKDW�VLPSO\�ZRQ·W�KDYH�WKH�WLPH�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�WKH\·G�OLNH«

5$��:LWK�WKH�ULVH�LQ�WXLWLRQ�IHHV�DQG�VWXGLR�SULFHV�LQ�/RQGRQ�LW·V�GHÀQLWHO\�D�OHVV�DWWUDFWLYH�RSWLRQ��7KHUH·V�PXFK�PRUH�
HPSKDVLV�RQ�DUW�DV�D�¶FDUHHU·�QRZ�ZKHUHDV�EHIRUH�LW�ZDVQ·W�UHDOO\�VHHQ�DV�DQ�RSWLRQ��,·G�KRSH�WKDW�LI�VRPHRQH�ZDV�
JHQXLQHO\�LQWHUHVWHG�WKH\·G�VWLOO�SXUVXH�LW��ZKDWHYHU�WKHLU�EDFNJURXQG�

$V�DQ�DUWLVW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�ZRUN�LQ�D�PDMRU�FLW\"

-%��&LWLHV�GHÀQLWHO\�KDYH�PDQ\�EHQHÀWV�IRU�DUWLVWV��QRWDEO\�WKH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�FUHDWLYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�
RI�DXGLHQFH��+RZHYHU�,·P�\HW�WR�ÀQG�RQH�,�ZRXOG�UHDOO\�ORYH�WR�OLYH�DQG�ZRUN�LQ��,�KDWH�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�EUHDWKH�DQG�
WKH�SUHVVXUH�WR�PHHW�FRVWV�RI�OLYLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�VOLJKWO\�VRXO�GHVWUR\LQJ��,�GR�HQMR\�D�GRVH�RI�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�QRLVH��
VPHOOV�DQG�VLJKWV�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ��DQG�WKH\�FDQ�EH�H[KLODUDWLQJ�SODFHV�WR�SKRWRJUDSK�RU�H[KLELW�²�,�MXVW�GRQ·W�VHH�
myself being happy permanently based in one.

5$��1RW�DOZD\V��\RX�FDQ�JHW�PXFK�PRUH�VSDFH�RXWVLGH�RI�/RQGRQ�DQG�LW·V�PXFK�FKHDSHU�WR�OLYH��

'R�\RX�GUDZ�D�ORW�RI�LQÁXHQFH�IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�YLVXDO�DUW�ZRUOG�DQG�LI�VR�ZKHUH"

-%��$EVROXWHO\��,�ÀQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ�LQ�D�ZLGH�DUUD\�RI�PXVLF��VR�PXFK�VR�WKDW�,�SODQ�WR�H[SHULPHQW�PRUH�ZLWK�VRXQG�LQ�WKH�
IXWXUH��$SSURSULDWLRQ�DUW�DQG�FROODJH�KDV�LQWHUHVWHG�PH�VR�DUWLVWV�OLNH�%ULDQ�(QR��5RPDUH�DQG�0)�'220����KLS�KRSV�
entire culture of sampling) resonate with me. The idea of reworking existing material and concepts, already loaded 
ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��LQWR�QHZ�FRQWH[WV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�HQMR\�H[SHULPHQWLQJ�ZLWK�

5$��0XVLF�SOD\V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�PDNLQJ�P\�ZRUN��DOVR�,�UHDG�D�ORW�RI�ÀFWLRQ�

Where do you ideally see yourself in 5 years time?

-%��,�FDQ�EDUHO\�SUHGLFW�QH[W�ZHHN��OHW�DORQH�ÀYH�\HDUV��$V�ORQJ�DV�,·P�VWLOO�OHDUQLQJ��FKDOOHQJLQJ�P\VHOI�FUHDWLYHO\�DQG�
DEOH�WR�ULGH�P\�ELNH��,·OO�EH�KDSS\��,W�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDW�WR�EH�OLYLQJ�QHDU�WKH�VHD�DJDLQ�WRR�

5$��,Q�WKH�VWXGLR�
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